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Go inside a stone
that would be my way
Let somebody else become a dove
Or gnash with a tiger’s tooth
I am happy to be a stone

From the outside the stone is a riddle:
no one knows how to answer it
Yet within, it must be cool and quiet
Even though a cow steps on it full weight,
Even though a child throws it in a river
the stone sinks, slow, unperturbed
to the river bottom
where the fishes come to knock on it
and listen...

I have seen sparks fly out
when two stones are rubbed
So perhaps it is not dark inside after all!
Perhaps there is a moon shining
from somewhere, as though behind a hill-
Just enough light to make out
the strange writings, the star-charts
on the inner walls...
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Divao long dd
la con dwong cua toi
Mac ai ai lam chim cdu hoa di
hay gam gir nhe ring khdi* dir
t0i hanh phiic lam tang dd

Nhin bén ngoai vo tri vo gidc ma thdch thirc
chang mdy ai biét cdch tra loi
Nhung hon dd mot doi luon tinh ling
ngay ca khi bi mot chii bo ning né giam dap
hay ngay khi tré nhé liéng xuong dong song



dd khoan thai cham chdm khéng xao dong
ling 1& chim xuéng ddy dong
noi ¢é bdy cd vay quanh qudy cham
nghe ngong...
thi tham...

Toi tirng thdy nhitng tia lira nhdng bt
khi hai manh dd sdt co nhau
nhur thé long dd tham sdu ddu phdai om om téi da
Vi tuéng cé vang tring chiéu rang
tir ddu dé, cé thé sau ngon doi tho mong
il ldp ldnh dnh ngoi soi sdng
nhitng dong chir diéu ky nhu buc hoa ngan sao
tao ddu én an sdu tén tieng tam thuee...

CHU THICH:

- Khdi = cop. Tiéng Viét co.

- Charles Simic (1938- ) Serbian: Jlyman "Yapnc" Cumuh [difan tfarls
si:mite]; born Dusan Simi¢ DuSan qué Belgrade, Yougoslavia — Selbia.

Tuéi tho kinh hoang bom dan tan sdt dp birc nghéo ddi trong Dé nhi Pai chién Thé
gi6i thoi Hitler va Stalin. Nam 16 tu6i 1954 theo cha me di cwe sang My, tot nghiép
Dai hoc New York, day Pai hoc University New Hampshire tu nam 1973.
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